
 
 

 
 
Subject:  Maskew Bequest  - proposal to alter 
the terms of the trust 
  

Status:  Publication 

Report to: Charitable Trustee Committee 
 
 

Date: March 23rd 2015 
  

Report of: Interim Head of Customer and 
Corporate Services 
 
Author Email:    philip.cooke@rochdale.gov.uk 

Author: Philip Cooke 
 
Tel: Tel: 01706 924889 

 
1 Purpose of Report 
 

1.1 To provide Members with the latest advice received from the Charity Commission 
1.2 To recommend that Members approve the alteration of the purposes of their 

bequest to include engagement activities, in addition to books. 
 
2 Recommendations 

 
2.1 Members approve the amendment to the terms of the trust and resolve to 
“authorise expenditure on events and activities to engage people with the Maskew 
Collection, including the provision of staff to administer the collection and organise the 
engagement initiatives”. 

 
Reason for recommendation 
 
The plans will mean that the collection will be maintained by the bequest for over 50 
years, and will allow expenditure to engage people with the collection. 

 
3 Background 

 
3.1 The Maskew Bequest is administered through Rochdale Borough Council’s 
Community Services in the Customers and Corporate Directorate. The purpose of the 
F and A S Maskew Bequest is stated as “the purchase of books on the subjects of 
Philosophy and Classic Literature” and a sum identified for other non-specified 
expenditure.  The books will be held at Rochdale Central Library and called “The F & 
AS Maskew Collection”. An extract of the Will is attached to the report. 
 
3.2  Discussion and agreement with the Executor of the estate has led to the 
undertaking of activities and expenditure which engages people with the collection. A 
letter from the Executor of the bequest is attached to this report. This expenditure has 
included the employment of one member of staff (employed on a fixed term contract), 
furniture for the collection, marketing, events and activities.   
 
3.3 The flagship event for engaging people with the Maskew Collection is Rochdale 
Literature and Ideas Festival.  The first festival was in October 2013, and the second in 
October 2014.  Details of the festival, including its impact, expenditure and income 
(which is used to help the sustainability of the festival and Maskew Bequest) are 



 
 

included in the presentation. 
 
3.4 Details of the expenditure and income of the bequest to date are also included 
in the presentation. 
 
3.5 Legal Advice from the Council’s Legal Services Team, has led to the Charitable 
Trustee Committee at the January 28th meeting, agreeing to the cessation of spending 
from the Maskew Bequest, unless the expenditure exactly matches the existing terms 
– i.e. “philosophy books and classic literature”.  In the meantime, the Committee 
approved an approach to the Charity Commission to seek advice in relation to the 
alteration of the terms of the trust. 
 
3.6 Advice has now been received from the Charity Commission which states: 
 
 “As the annual income of the bequest is less than £10,000. Section 275 of the 
Charities Act 2011, allows trustees to change some or all of the purposes of the charity 
by resolution. To pass a section 275 resolution the trustees must be satisfied that:  
 

· it is expedient in the interests of the charity for the purposes in question to be 
replaced; and  

 
so far as reasonably practical, the new purposes consist of or include purposes 
that are similar in character to those being replaced.  

 
The trustees' resolution must be passed by a majority of not less than two thirds of the 
charity trustees who attended and voted on it. The meeting to discuss the resolution 
must have been properly constituted with a quorum present (if required by the 
governing document).  

 
The resolution will take effect 60 days after we receive a copy of it, unless we object, 
request further information or require publicity to be given.” 

 
3.7 The passing of the resolution would allow the Officers to continue with planning for the 

2015 Literature and Ideas Festival on the basis laid out in Paragraphs 3.8.2-3.8.4 of 
the report entitled “Maskew Bequest: 2007-15 and Plans for future 
expenditure”presented to the Charitable Trustee Committee on February 28th. 
 
Alternatives options considered 
 

3.8 It was considered to not apply for the alteration of the terms of the trust and 
permanently cease all expenditure except “the purchase of books on the subjects of 
philosophy and classic literature” for the Maskew Collection.  However, without 
engagement activities and events, this would lead the collection not being used, and 
the money never being able to be spent, as so few books are needed each year for the 
collection. Moreover, the Council is committed to the employment of the “Rochdale 
Literature and Ideas Festival Director” until February 2016.   

 
4 Financial Implications 
 
4.1 The current balance of the Maskew Bequest Specified Fund including transactions in 

2014.15 is £138k and the Maskew Bequest unspecified Fund is £45k. In total the 
Bequest balance is £183k. 

 
4.2 The Literature and Ideas Festival net costs in 2014-15 are estimated at £55k and the 

estimated cost for staffing is £26k. 
 



 
 

5   Legal Implications 
 

5.1 These are outlined in the body of the report in 3.5 and 3.6.  If the members of the 
Charitable Trustee Committee resolve to amend the terms of the trust as outlined in 
the recommendation in Para 2.1 of this report, Legal Services will inform the Charity 
Commission accordingly and respond to any requisitions raised by the Commission. 
 

6  Personnel Implications 
 

6.1 Should the requirement for the post of Rochdale Literature and Ideas Festival 
Director no longer exist beyond February 2016 then appropriate consultation 
will have to be undertaken with the postholder. 

 
7 Corporate Priorities 

 
7.1Not applicable because the Charitable Trustee Committee, as a committee of the 
Council, is performing the Council’s common law function as charitable trustee. 

 
8. Risk Assessment Implications  
 

8.1 The proposals outlined in this report are put forward to mitigate the risks to the 
Council by ensuring the Council follows the correct procedure under legislation to 
change the objects of the charitable trust and that the Charity Commission has no 
objections to the change. 
 

9. Equalities Impacts 
 
9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment 

 

There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report. 
 
9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments 

 

There are no equality/community issues arising from this report. 
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